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Introduction

A well-organized language course provides opportunities for learning through communicative
activities involving listening, speaking, reading and writing, deliberate study, and fluency
development. The fluency development part of a course should take about one-quarter of the course
time, and there should be fluency development activities for each of the four skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing.

This series of books focuses on fluency in reading. Fluency involves making the best use of
what you already know. That comes from working with familiar vocabulary and grammar, and from
practicing using them in a comfortable way without having to struggle.

Seven Requirements of Fluency Development:
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Material for fluency development must be known and
familiar. It should not involve unfamiliar language items or
content too far removed from what learners already know.
This is because to become fluent, learners need to focus on
using material they already know well, not on learning new
vocabulary or grammar. This is why the texts in these books
are grouped into topic areas so that learners can read
several texts about very similar information. Their familiarity
with the topic will help them increase their reading speed.
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2. Quantity of Practice
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b B b Another key requirement of a fluency development course
it Eorcm et (7 ﬂ is quantity of practice. Fluency develops by doing plenty
il 1 2 of practice with easy material. That is why each book in this
w 8 . series contains a lot of reading texts. When learners have
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read, trying to read them faster than they did the first time.
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4. Limited Headwords

Book 1 is written within a

vocabulary of 800 words, Book

2 within 1,100 words, Book 3

within 1,500 words, and Book

4 within 2,000 words.
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3. Controlled Vocabulary

Learners do not get fluent in reading by
struggling through difficult texts with
lots of unknown words. The books in

this series are carefully written within a
controlled vocabulary so that there is a
minimum of unknown words. Words that
might be unfamiliar to some learners are
dealt with before the reading texts.

5. Pressure to Go Faster

A fluency development course will
work well if there is some pressure to
go faster when using the language.
This series of books uses timed
readings. When the learners read,
they measure how long it takes
them to do the reading, and they
keep a record of their reading speed.
Their aim is to increase their speed

6. A Focus on Comprehension

Fluency in reading not only involves speed of word
recognition, but also involves comprehension. This is why the
texts in these books are followed by questions. There is no

value in reading faster if there is a big drop in comprehension.
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7. Graphs to Chart Progress

At the back of each book there is a

graph where learners should enter their

reading speed for each text and their

T until it gets close to 250 words per
minute.
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comprehension score. The learners’goal

should be to make their reading speed
graph keep going up.
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Q Match the definition with the right word.

1. __ toadd to what others have put together or collected a. educate
2. relaxed or casual; not formal b. contribute
3. towant; to have a strong feeling for c. intend

4.  toplantodo d. desire

5. toteach; to transfer knowledge and skills to e. informal

Work with a classmate. Try to write three ideas for each box. Share your ideas with
the class.

| Advantages | Disadvantages

Homeschooling

Using technology
at school

Q Match each phrase to the right examples.

1. __ Things with obvious differences  a. vocational, public, private, home, religious
2. Ways to promote things b. Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism

3. Types of schooling c. listen, watch, and work with a master or teacher
4.  How kids interact d. ads on TV or in newspapers; public lectures;

word-of-mouth

5. __ Religions of the world e. talking, doing things outdoors, playing online
6. __ Things one does while under f. plants and animals; boys and girls; children and
apprenticeship adults

Proper Nouns to Know ™

Study these words that you will find in the readings for this chapter.
| Chinese | | Finland | | China | | YouTube |
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Long ago, most children who were educated received their schooling at home. Then

public schools came along, and children began to be educated in the classroom. These days,
learning at home is growing again in popularity in countries that allow it.

Before the 17" century, almost all children were taught the things they learned at home.
There were very few schools, and the ones that existed were private and very expensive. If
a child received an education at all, it was through homeschooling. Of course, that changed
when public schools were introduced in the US in the 1600s. Parents didn't need to school
their kids at home if they could send them to school to learn from a teacher. The parents were
happy, even if the kids were not. Then, in the middle of the 20" century, some parents went
back to the old way of schooling their children. They became homeschoolers.

Why would parents want to take their children out of school and keep them home for
learning? There are several reasons for the move. Some parents just want to be more active in
their children’s education. They feel that a stronger tie is formed between family members if
they learn and work together. Many parents homeschool for religious reasons. The first public
schools often had religious teaching in the classroom. That is no longer possible—at least
in the US. These homeschool parents think that teaching religious beliefs is as important as
teaching math and science.

Whatever the reason, the number of students being homeschooled in the US is on the
rise. Based on numbers from the US Department of Education, in 2007 there were about 1.5
million students being homeschooled. By 2011, the number had increased to almost 1.8 million.
That is only about 3.4% of the total student population in the US, but the number is growing.

Perhaps one of the main reasons that homeschooling is on the rise in the US is
that parents are becoming smarter about homeschooling. Fifty years ago, parents who
homeschooled were on their own. They had very little help outside of the family. Now there
are homeschool groups, visiting teachers, school textbooks, and even the Internet to guide
parents through the sometimes difficult process. It is not likely that homeschooling will replace
public schools, but the number of parents choosing it is likely to continue to grow.
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Comprehension Questions

Circle the right answer.

1. This reading is about

a. public schools.
b. religious teaching.
c. learning at home.

2. Why does the author think homeschooling is becoming more popular?

a. Students are not doing so well in school.
b. Parents know more about homeschooling.
c. Public schools are getting worse.

3. Which of these is NOT a reason parents homeschool their kids?

a. Public schools cost too much.
b. Religion can be taught.
¢. Families become stronger.

4. How were most children educated before the 1600s?

a. In private schools
b. In public schools
c. At home

5. Which of the following statements would the author agree with?

a. Itis easier for parents to homeschool children today.

b. It was much easier to homeschool children in the past.

c¢. It will become more difficult to homeschool children in the future. %—
Extra Practice

Write the right phrase in each blank.

at least not likely private schools public schools student population

1. All children are allowed to study in

2. ltis that our teacher will tell us the answers before the test.
3. Some are more expensive than universities!

4. Among the at our school, there are more girls than boys.

5. I have three pages of math homework tonight, but it's easy.
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The Flippe

The Internet is changing the way teachers work and students learn in classrooms around
the world. In a traditional classroom, teachers give lessons. They stand in front of the class
and deliver information. They also tell the students what it all means. Then the students do
homework or projects to apply the knowledge. That is what is known as a teacher-centered
approach.

But some teachers are turning this model around in what is known today as the flipped
classroom. Students use the Internet before the lesson to study information before even going
to class. They might access an online lecture, or they might be given a research topic to look
up. Then when they go to class, they have a chance to find meaning in all that they have heard,
read, and seen online. They can talk it over with other students or do a project to apply the
knowledge. In this kind of classroom, the teacher becomes a coach, helping the students think
about information. It is a student-centered approach that is more like the way people learn and
work outside of school environments.

One advantage of the traditional classroom is that teachers can interact with their
students. They can therefore determine whether or not the learners understand the
information. If students are confused, the teacher can take a moment to explain the
information in a different way. Students can ask questions until they are clear on what is being
taught. On the other hand, in a flipped classroom using online videos, recorded lectures can
be watched again and again. If there is something in the lecture that is still confusing, students
can then ask the teacher about it when they get to class. What's more, students can stop the
video and think about what they have heard before moving on to the next point.

When students take a more active role in the learning process, they tend to benefit more.
Traditional lessons are based on future tests. The students’ task is to identify what will be on the
test and repeat that information back to the teacher. Students who take an active role in lessons
remember more information. They also develop important skills. They understand more deeply
what they study and can communicate better with others. They apply knowledge to a variety of
situations. In this way, they truly master the material rather than simply learning it.
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Comprehension Questions

Circle the right answer.

1. This reading is about

a. an online education site.
b. a style of teaching.
C. anew way to seat students.

2. Which of the following is mentioned as an advantage in a traditional classroom approach?

a. Students have more desire to learn.
b. Students are required to attend.
c. Teachers know if students are confused.

3. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as an advantage in a flipped classroom approach?

a. Students don't have to take tests.
b. Students can watch the lecture twice.
¢. Students can develop many skills.

4. What is the main difference between the two approaches?

a. The role of the teacher
b. The location of classes
¢. The number of questions on tests

5. What is the author’s opinion of the flipped classroom?

a. It removes the need for a teacher in the classroom.

b. Itis too difficult for teachers to do, so most don't try it.

c. lt makes the learning experience better for students. %—
Extra Practice

Write the right word in each blank to complete the summary.

active apply approach knowledge online
Thereis a new 1. to teaching and learning being used in some
schools today. As part of this new way of teaching, students watch videos or read
information 2. before lessons. Then they come to class to talk about and
3. what they have learned. An advantage to this kind of lesson is that
students take a more 4. role in learning. Students seem to remember the
5. they get from this new approach longer.
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Technology instherClasstoom

These days, students and teachers have more access to technology in schools. Many
schools provide computer labs in which students can go online or use programs purchased by
the school. But how much technology should be used in the classroom?

The biggest advantage of technology in the classroom today is that information is readily
available. The student can simply type a question into a search engine and receive a list of sites with
information related to the question. If a teacher wanted to show a short video in a class 20 years
ago, the teacher had to first locate the part he or she wanted to show on the video tape. Videos are
much easier to show today. These days, a teacher can simply find the video on YouTube. In this way,
both teachers and students have access to large amounts of information in a matter of seconds.

Another advantage is the amount of resources that can support students’ learning in the
classroom. No longer is information only available through a teacher’s instruction or classroom
books. Now, there are apps, videos, games, and online resources that make lessons more fun
and effective. Technology can also help students with different learning styles study the same
lesson by different methods.

With all the benefits that technology brings into the classroom, there are some
disadvantages. The biggest disadvantage to the use of technology may be lower quality of
research and student work. Because there are so many resources available online, it is easier to
turn to the internet for research. Often, it is difficult for a student to know and choose which
materials to trust. Not only that, but with so much research done through the internet, a
student may not even know how to find useful materials in the library.

Another disadvantage is that technology can separate the learner from actual learning.
A teacher might intend to use technology in the classroom to make a lesson more interesting,
but the technology itself can become the thing students focus on rather than the content of
the lesson. It can also limit a student’s interaction with his or her classmates as well as limit
discussion in the classroom setting.

How much technology should be used in the classroom is up for debate. One thing
that is for sure is that technology is here to stay. The best approach may be a balance of both
technology and traditional learning methods.
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Comprehension Questions

Circle the right answer.

1. This reading is about

a. how to use technology in the classroom.
b. which kind of classes use technology.
c. the benefits and disadvantages of classroom technology.

2. Atechnology that was used 20 years ago and is still used in classrooms now is

a. video materials.
b. the internet.
c. applications.

3. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as an advantage of technology in the classroom?

a. Large amounts of information and resources are available.
b. Students can access the school library online.
¢. Learning is made to suit each student individually.

4. The writer says that a disadvantage to researching through the internet is

a. there are too many articles.
b. that some authors are not well-known.
C. some sources can’t be trusted.

5. The writer thinks technology
a. should be used with traditional teaching methods.

b. should not be used in the classroom.
¢. should replace traditional teaching methods. %—
Extra Practice

Write the right phrase in each blank.

a matter of seconds learning styles lower quality readily available the best approach

1. Not everyone agrees on to teaching writing skills to students.

2. Online sites can return search results in

3. Some teachers complain that students today do work compared to
the past.

4. Teachers need to be aware of the different of students.

5. Technology has made huge amounts of information to anyone

with Internet access.
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